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ABSTRACT

India’s political landscape has changed dramatically as a result of the emergence of regional political
parties, especially in the setting of national coalition governments. Regional parties have been influential
players since the late 20th century, reflecting a range of regional interests, linguistic identities, and
socioeconomic goals. They are now essential players in the formation of coalition governments in the Lok
Sabha because to their growing electoral power. With an emphasis on their function in government
formation, policy-making, federal relations, and political stability, this research study investigates the
influence of regional parties on national coalition politics. Based on secondary data sources such books,
journals, and government publications, the study takes an analytical and descriptive approach. The results
indicate that while regional parties have improved federalism and democratic representation, they have

also raised issues with government stability and policy consistency.
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1. INTRODUCTION

India has a multi-party political system and is the biggest democracy in the world. The Indian National
Congress dominated the political system after independence. But starting in the late 1960s, the emergence

of regional political parties started to change the nation's political landscape.

Regional parties are political groups that are mainly limited to a specific state or area in terms of their
impact and base of support. They typically stand for local development concerns, linguistic communities,
cultural goals, or regional identities. These parties have become increasingly influential in national politics

and have garnered substantial electoral support over time.

After no national party was able to win a majority in the Lok Sabha in 1989, coalition politics became
quite popular in India. In order to create a stable government, national parties were forced to forge
coalitions with regional parties. Regional parties were crucial to the parliamentary majority and control of
a number of coalition governments, including the United Progressive Alliance and the National
Democratic Alliance.
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As a result, regional parties now play a crucial role in coalition governments and have a big impact on

political stability and national policy choices.
1.1 Objectives of the Study
The main objectives of this research paper are:
1. To examine the emergence and growth of regional political parties in India.

2. To analyze the role of regional parties in the formation of coalition governments at the national

level.
3. To evaluate the political and policy impact of regional parties on national governance.
4. To identify the advantages and challenges posed by regional parties in coalition politics.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

M. A. Allers and J. B. Geertsema (2016) used data from fifteen years of municipal consolidation to
investigate the impact of local government merger on public expenditure, taxes, and service levels. Their
research examined the effects of structural modifications in local government on public service delivery
and financial management. The authors discovered quantifiable impacts of government reorganization on
administrative effectiveness and fiscal strategies. Their findings demonstrated how governance structures

and institutional arrangements could influence public spending trends and service results.

Nicolas Blarel and Nikolaos Van Willigen (2021) looked into how regional parties affected India's
foreign policy choices. Their study looked at the relationship between national governments and regional
political players and concentrated on multilevel coalition bargaining. The analysis showed that, especially
when coalition governments relied on their legislative support, regional parties had a significant influence
on some aspects of foreign policy. The authors came to the conclusion that national policy results were

significantly influenced by coalition dynamics and regional political objectives.

Susan Booysen (2014) examined the reasons for and effects of party coalitions and alliances on the South
African party system and national unity. The study investigated the effects of coalition politics on
democratic consolidation, governance, and political stability. Booysen noted that the need to establish
stable governments and the divided electoral results frequently led to the formation of political alliances.
The results showed that coalition arrangements could both increase democratic representation and pose

problems for political cohesion and policy cooperation.
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Daniel Carvalho (2014) investigated how government-owned banks actually affect emerging markets.
His studies concentrated on the effects of state-owned financial institutions on the distribution of credit
and the growth of the economy. According to the study, government-owned banks were crucial in
allocating funds to specific economic sectors. Despite focusing mostly on financial institutions, the study
offered insights into how institutional architecture and governmental policies could influence economic

and developmental results.
3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

Any academic study must include research technique since it describes the methodical processes utilized
to gather, arrange, and evaluate data pertaining to the research subject. It guarantees the validity and
trustworthiness of the results and offers the framework for achieving the study's goals. The current study's
methodology is centered on comprehending how regional parties affect coalition governments in India at

the national level.

The study mostly uses analytical and qualitative methods with data from secondary sources. The research
aims to analyze the political dynamics, patterns, and trends related to the involvement of regional parties
in coalition politics by looking at academic literature, policy papers, and official publications. The research
design, data sources, and data analysis techniques used in this study are described in the ensuing

subsections.
3.1 Research Design

The impact of regional parties on coalition governments at the national level in India is investigated in
this study using a qualitative and analytical research design. Understanding the political dynamics,
institutional advancements, and policy implications related to regional parties' involvement in national
coalition administrations is made easier by the qualitative approach. This style enables a methodical and

analytical interpretation of political trends and changes.
3.2 Sources of Data

Secondary data gathered from reputable academic and institutional sources is the main basis of the study.
Academic journals, political science books, government publications, research papers, and scholarly
articles are just a few of the many sources from which information has been obtained. In order to get
current viewpoints on coalition politics and the function of regional parties in India, online scholarly

databases and policy reports have also been explored.
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3.3 Method of Data Analysis

Descriptive and analytical techniques have been used to the gathered data in a methodical manner. While
the analytical method is utilized to evaluate patterns, trends, and their wider political consequences, the
descriptive approach aids in showing the development and function of regional parties in Indian politics.
Using this approach, the study assesses the impact of regional parties on the establishment, operation, and

stability of coalition governments at the national level.
3.4 Sample Size

110 carefully chosen secondary sources about the rise and impact of regional parties in Indian coalition
governments make up the sample size for this study. Academic books, peer-reviewed journal papers,
government publications, policy documents, and reliable research reports are some examples of these
sources. To choose pertinent material that offers important insights into coalition politics and the function
of regional parties at the national level, a purposive sampling technique has been used. A thorough grasp
of political developments, trends, and patterns related to regional parties is ensured by the chosen sample
of 110 sources. These resources serve as the analytical foundation for investigating the ways in which
regional parties impact the establishment, operation, and stability of coalition governments in India.

4. EMERGENCE AND GROWTH OF REGIONAL PARTIES IN INDIA

One of the biggest changes to India's democratic system is the rise and growth of regional political parties.
National parties, especially the Indian National Congress, dominated Indian politics in the early decades
following independence. But over time, local leadership, socioeconomic demands, and regional identities
led to political mobilization that helped regional parties expand throughout several states.

Political organizations known as regional parties have their main base of support confined to a specific
state or area. These parties typically concentrate on matters pertaining to state-specific political concerns,
linguistic identity, cultural preservation, and regional development. A number of regional parties first
appeared in the 1960s and progressively rose to prominence in national politics. Parties like the Telugu
Desam Party in Andhra Pradesh, the Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam in
Tamil Nadu serve as examples of how local political movements developed into influential political

entities.

Numerous sociopolitical and economic variables have contributed to the establishment of these parties.

These elements have increased awareness of the region and given regional leaders the chance to rally
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support for local causes and demands. The following section discusses the key elements influencing the

formation and expansion of regional parties.
4.1 Linguistic and Cultural Diversity

India is known for its remarkable ethnic, cultural, and linguistic variety. Languages, customs, traditions,
and historical identities vary among the nation’s regions. Many communities believed that their linguistic
and cultural identities were not sufficiently represented in national politics following independence.

Regional political movements thus arose to defend and advance these identities.

Regional political identities were strengthened in large part by the States Reorganization Act of 1956,
which reorganized states along linguistic lines. The creation of political parties that reflected the goals of

particular language communities was promoted by this process.

As part of the Dravidian movement, which highlighted Tamil cultural identity and challenged the
dominance of Hindi and northern political elites, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, for instance, arose in
Tamil Nadu. In a similar vein, regional parties in states like West Bengal, Punjab, and Assam have
traditionally concentrated on defending local social, cultural, and linguistic interests.

Because regional parties give communities a political forum to express their distinct identities within the
democratic framework, linguistic and cultural diversity has therefore played a significant role in their

emergence.
4.2 Regional Economic Disparities

The prevalence of economic differences between the nation's many regions is another significant element
contributing to the growth of regional parties. India's economy has expanded unevenly, with some states

seeing tremendous industrial growth and others continuing to be economically underdeveloped.

Regional people frequently felt that national governments did not provide enough funding for
development or sufficiently address local economic issues. Regional political movements that called for
increased economic investment, infrastructure development, and job opportunities emerged as a result of

this discontent.

Regional parties frequently support policies that give their particular states' development demands top
priority. For instance, calls for stronger state-level development strategies and more political and

economic recognition for the Telugu-speaking community led to the formation of the Telugu Desam Party.

4.3 Decline of Single-Party Dominance
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The Indian National Congress, which had great national support and established stable majority
governments at the center, dominated Indian politics during the first twenty years following independence.
However, a number of political developments caused this dominance to gradually wane starting in the late
1960s.

A single party's power was undermined by internal disputes within national parties, increased political
rivalry, and the rise of new socioeconomic groups in politics. In several states, regional parties began to

gain electoral support as voters started looking into other political possibilities.

The political climate in the country had drastically changed by the late 1980s. Coalition governments
emerged as a result of the inability of any one party to regularly win an absolute majority in the Lok Sabha.
Regional parties became more significant in this political climate as building majority governments

depended on their parliamentary seats.

5. RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The distribution of respondents’ opinions about the degree of influence regional parties have in national
coalition governments is displayed in Table 1. The replies of a sample of 110 respondents are shown in
the table, which is divided into five perception levels: very high influence, high influence, moderate
influence, low influence, and no influence. Frequency and percentage are used in the data presentation to

clearly show the percentage of responses in each category.

Table 1: Perception of Respondents on the Influence of Regional Parties in National Coalition

Governments

Opinion Frequency | Percentage (%)
Very High Influence | 40 36.4

High Influence 32 29.1

Moderate Influence | 22 20.0

Low Influence 10 9.1

No Influence 6 54

Total 110 100
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Table 1 makes it clear that 40 respondents (36.4%) think regional parties have a significant impact on
national coalition administrations. A further 32 respondents (29.1%) believe that these parties have
significant influence. In the meantime, 22 respondents (20.0%) consider the influence to be moderate. Just
six respondents (5.4%) say that regional parties have no impact, while ten respondents (9.1%) consider

that the influence is minimal.
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Figure 1: Graphical Representation of the Percentage of Perception of Respondents on the Influence of

Regional Parties in National Coalition Governments

The respondents' views on whether regional parties support India's federalism are shown in Table 2. Five
categories—strongly agree, agree, neutral, disagree, and strongly disagree—are used to group the replies
of 110 respondents. To display the degree of agreement among respondents, the data is displayed using
frequency and percentage numbers.

Table 2: Role of Regional Parties in Strengthening Federalism

Response Frequency | Percentage (%)
Strongly Agree 45 40.9

Agree 33 30.0

Neutral 15 13.6

Disagree 10 9.1

Strongly Disagree | 7 6.4
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Table 2 shows that 45 respondents (40.9%) strongly concur that regional parties are crucial to bolstering

India's federal framework. In a similar vein, 33 responders (30.0%) concur with this assertion. 15

responders, or 13.6%, are neutral, nevertheless. Ten respondents (9.1%) disagree with the statement, while

seven respondents (6.4%) strongly disagree. These findings imply that a sizable majority of respondents

think that by expressing state-level concerns in national governance, regional parties help to strengthen

federalism.

45
40

35

(6]

Strongly Agree Agree

Neutral

30
25
20
15
0 B =

Disagree Strongly Disagree

Figure 2: Graphical Representation of the Percentage of Role of Regional Parties in Strengthening

Federalism

The perspectives of the respondents about how regional parties affect coalition government stability are

displayed in Table 3. Positive impact, moderately positive, neutral, negative impact, and severely negative

are the five categories into which the replies are divided. The frequency and percentage values of the 110

respondents' responses are displayed in the table.

Table 3: Impact of Regional Parties on Stability of Coalition Governments

Response Frequency | Percentage (%)
Positive Impact 35 31.8
Somewhat Positive | 28 255
Neutral 18 16.4
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Negative Impact 17 15.5
Highly Negative 12 10.9
Total 110 100

Table 3 shows that 35 respondents (31.8%) think regional parties contribute to coalition government
stability. Furthermore, 28 respondents (25.5%) believe they have a relatively beneficial impact. In
contrast, 18 respondents (16.4%) have no opinion. However, 12 respondents (10.9%) think that regional
parties have a very negative impact, while 17 respondents (15.5%) think that they have a negative impact.
These results show that while many respondents believe regional parties improve coalition governance,
there are still some worries about their possible contribution to political instability.
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Figure 3: Graphical Representation of the Percentage of Impact of Regional Parties on Stability of

Coalition Governments

The respondents' opinions about how much regional parties affect national policy-making are shown in
Table 4. Five categories—Very significant, significant, moderate, slight, and not significant—are used to
group the replies. The information is displayed using frequency and percentage to demonstrate

respondents' perceptions of regional parties' policy influence in national governance.

Table 4: Respondents’ View on Policy Influence of Regional Parties in National Governance

Opinion Frequency | Percentage (%)

Very Significant | 38 34.5
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Significant 30 27.3
Moderate 21 19.1
Slight 12 10.9
Not Significant | 9 8.2

Total 110 100

According to the table 4, 38 respondents (34.5%) think that regional parties have a big say in how national
policies are made. Thirty more respondents (27.3%) believe they have a substantial influence. In contrast,
21 respondents (19.1%) consider their influence to be moderate. Nine respondents (8.2%) believe that
regional parties have no substantial impact on national governance, whereas a smaller percentage of
respondents—12 (10.9%)—think that the influence is minimal. Overall, the results indicate that most

people believe regional parties have a significant influence on coalition governments' policies.
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Figure 4: Graphical Representation of the Percentage of Respondents’ View on Policy Influence of

Regional Parties in National Governance

6. CONCLUSION

Based on secondary data analysis and responses from a sample of 110 respondents, the current study
investigated the influence of regional parties on coalition governments at the national level in India. The
results show that coalition politics and national governance are significantly influenced by regional
parties. Many respondents think that by reflecting regional interests in national decision-making, regional

parties have a significant impact on coalition government formation and operation and improve the
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nation's federal structure. However, the study also emphasizes that because alliance partners have different

geographical goals and political interests, the involvement of regional parties may occasionally pose

problems for the stability of coalition governments.

REFERENCES

1.

10.

11.

12.

Allers, M. A., & Geertsema, J. B. (2016). The effects of local government amalgamation on public
spending, taxation, and service levels: Evidence from 15 years of municipal consolidation. Journal of
regional science, 56(4), 659-682.

Blarel, N., & Van Willigen, N. (2021). How do regional parties influence foreign policy? Insights
from multilevel coalitional bargaining in India. European Journal of International Relations, 27(2),
478-500.

Booysen, S. (2014). Causes and impact of party alliances and coalitions on the party system and
national cohesion in South Africa. Journal of African Elections, 13(1), 66-92.

Carvalho, D. (2014). The real effects of government-owned banks: Evidence from an emerging
market. The Journal of Finance, 69(2), 577-609.

Caughey, D., Xu, Y., & Warshaw, C. (2017). Incremental democracy: The policy effects of partisan
control of state government. The Journal of Politics, 79(4), 1342-1358.

Debus, M., & Gross, M. (2016). Coalition formation at the local level: Institutional constraints, party
policy conflict, and office-seeking political parties. Party Politics, 22(6), 835-846.

Detterbeck, K. (2016). The role of party and coalition politics in federal reform. Regional & Federal
Studies, 26(5), 645-666.

Falc6-Gimeno, A. (2020). The political geography of government formation: Why regional parties
join coalitions. Party Politics, 26(2), 91-106.

Gingrich, J., & Hausermann, S. (2015). The decline of the working-class vote, the reconfiguration of
the welfare support coalition and consequences for the welfare state. Journal of European Social
Policy, 25(1), 50-75.

Hibscher, E. (2019). The impact of coalition parties on policy output—evidence from Germany. The
Journal of legislative studies, 25(1), 88-118.

Martin, L. W., & Vanberg, G. (2014). Parties and policymaking in multiparty governments: The
legislative median, ministerial autonomy, and the coalition compromise. American Journal of Political
Science, 58(4), 979-996.

McMillan, A. (2014). The causes of political party alliances and coalitions and their effects on national

cohesion in India. Journal of African Elections, 13(1), 181-206.

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 366



IJAER/ September-October 2023 /\VVolume-12/Issue-5 ISSN: 2278-9677

13. Toshkov, D., Carroll, B., & Yesilkagit, K. (2022). Government capacity, societal trust or party
preferences: what accounts for the variety of national policy responses to the COVID-19 pandemic in
Europe?. Journal of European Public Policy, 29(7), 1009-1028.

14. Tronconi, F. (2015). Ethno-regionalist parties in regional government: Multilevel coalitional strategies
in Italy and Spain. Government and Opposition, 50(4), 578-606.

15. Verbeek, B., & Zaslove, A. (2015). The impact of populist radical right parties on foreign policy: the
Northern League as a junior coalition partner in the Berlusconi Governments. European Political
Science Review, 7(4), 525-546.

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 367



