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Abstract 

The Indian Constitution, enacted in 1950, outlines the Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties, both 

of which are crucial for shaping an informed and responsible citizenry. Fundamental Rights are essentially 

the liberties and freedoms guaranteed to all citizens, while Fundamental Duties, introduced later in the 

Constitution (42nd Amendment, 1976), are obligations that every citizen must adhere to for the well-being 

of the country. Despite their equal constitutional status, there remains a disparity in the awareness and 

recognition of these two provisions among the public. The focus of this study is to empirically examine the 

levels of awareness of these provisions, exploring how individuals perceive their Fundamental Rights 

compared to their Fundamental Duties. The results will offer insights into the need for revising education 

and awareness programs to ensure a balanced understanding of both. 

This paper aims to shed light on the gap in understanding between the two, with the ultimate goal of 

enhancing educational and civic programs that foster a greater sense of responsibility among citizens. 
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1. Introduction 

The Indian Constitution guarantees a wide array of rights to citizens under Part III: Fundamental Rights 

(Articles 12–35). These rights, including the right to equality, freedom of speech, protection against 

discrimination, and the right to constitutional remedies, are well-known and frequently emphasized in both 

legal discussions and public discourse. On the other hand, Part IVA (Articles 51A), introduced through 
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the 42nd Amendment Act in 1976, specifies the Fundamental Duties of every citizen. While these duties 

are crucial in promoting national integrity and community development, they remain less discussed and 

often overshadowed by the more prominent rights. 

The juxtaposition of rights and duties in the Constitution suggests a symbiotic relationship, wherein the 

enjoyment of rights is contingent upon the fulfillment of duties. However, the public's understanding of 

these duties has been historically weak, leading to imbalances in civic engagement and responsibility. In 

democratic societies, understanding one's rights is essential for the protection of personal freedoms, but an 

equal grasp of duties is necessary for the collective good and social harmony. 

This study seeks to investigate the gap in awareness between Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties 

in India. By comparing the public's awareness of these provisions, the study aims to understand the factors 

contributing to this disparity and propose strategies for improving civic education. The findings will also 

suggest how educational institutions, civic bodies, and government agencies can play a more active role in 

integrating both Fundamental Rights and Duties into the consciousness of Indian citizens. 

2. Objectives 

The primary objectives of this empirical study are: 

1. To assess the level of awareness of Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties among Indian 

citizens. 

2. To explore the factors (age, education, occupation, etc.) that influence this awareness. 

3. To compare the public’s perception of the importance and role of rights and duties in democratic 

society. 

4. To provide recommendations for integrating the teaching of Fundamental Duties into formal and 

informal education systems. 

5. To evaluate the effectiveness of current civic education programs in promoting awareness of both 

Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties. 

3. Literature Review 

A number of studies have explored the significance of Fundamental Rights and Duties within the context 

of Indian law, but few have undertaken a detailed examination of public awareness regarding these 



IJAER/ November-December 2024/Volume-13/Issue-6                       ISSN: 2278-9677 

 

 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                               Page  515          

provisions. According to Baxi (2015), while Fundamental Rights have been subject to extensive legal 

scrutiny, Fundamental Duties often remain a theoretical concept, seldom brought into public discourse. 

Some research has suggested that the reason for this imbalance is the sheer prominence of rights, especially 

in legal proceedings and political movements (Sharma, 2016). Rights are enforceable in courts, providing 

a clear avenue for public engagement. On the other hand, duties are often seen as moral rather than legal 

obligations, leading to less awareness and implementation. 

In contrast, other studies, such as those by Suresh (2017), have pointed out that the neglect of Fundamental 

Duties can have serious implications for the civic health of a democracy. When citizens fail to recognize 

their duties, issues such as environmental degradation, corruption, and political disengagement are more 

likely to arise. Moreover, Kaur and Sharma (2019) have argued that schools and universities focus heavily 

on teaching rights, without balancing it with an understanding of the corresponding duties. 

This research aims to fill the gap in the existing literature by providing an empirical analysis of public 

awareness of these constitutional provisions, with a specific focus on the factors influencing this 

knowledge. 

4. Methodology 

The research utilizes a mixed-method approach combining both qualitative and quantitative data 

collection methods to provide a comprehensive understanding of public perception. 

4.1 Sample Selection 

A total of 500 respondents were selected from various regions across India, ensuring diversity in age, 

educational background, and socio-economic status. The sample includes urban, rural, and semi-urban 

populations to reflect a wide range of perspectives. 

4.2 Data Collection Tools 

1. Surveys: Structured questionnaires containing multiple-choice questions (MCQs) and open-ended 

questions were used to assess awareness of Fundamental Rights and Duties. The questions were 

designed to be simple, ensuring they were accessible to individuals with varying levels of education. 
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2. Interviews: In-depth interviews were conducted with a subset of 50 individuals to gather qualitative 

data on the factors that influenced their understanding of rights and duties. This allowed for a deeper 

exploration of the personal experiences and societal influences that shape perceptions. 

3. Focus Groups: Focus group discussions were conducted in urban and rural settings to understand 

the regional differences in awareness and perception. 

4.3 Data Analysis 

The data was analyzed using both descriptive statistics to summarize survey results and inferential 

statistics to explore relationships between awareness levels and demographic factors. The qualitative data 

from interviews and focus groups were analyzed using thematic analysis to identify recurring themes 

related to awareness and perception of Fundamental Rights and Duties. 

5. Results and Discussion 

5.1 Awareness of Fundamental Rights 

The survey found that 85% of respondents had a high level of awareness of their Fundamental Rights. 

This was particularly true for urban dwellers, who had better access to legal education and media coverage. 

The most well-recognized rights included the Right to Equality, Right to Freedom, and the Right to 

Life. The awareness was generally aligned with the legal prominence and societal discussions surrounding 

these rights, which are often highlighted in media and legal systems. 

5.2 Awareness of Fundamental Duties 

In contrast, only 45% of respondents displayed significant awareness of Fundamental Duties. Among 

these, the Duty to Protect and Improve the Environment was the most recognized, likely due to the 

increasing awareness around environmental issues in India. However, other duties, such as respecting 

national symbols, institutions, and ensuring public harmony, were much less understood. 

5.3 Demographic Factors 

The study found that education level and age were the most significant factors influencing awareness. 

Younger respondents, especially those in the 18-30 age group, had greater knowledge of their rights, while 

older respondents demonstrated better awareness of both rights and duties. Furthermore, individuals with 
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higher education levels, particularly those with legal or social science backgrounds, showed a better 

understanding of the relationship between Fundamental Rights and Duties. 

6. Implications for Curriculum Design 

The findings from this study indicate that the Indian education system must take proactive steps to integrate 

Fundamental Duties alongside Fundamental Rights in its curriculum. While Fundamental Rights are given 

significant attention in both legal and educational spheres, Fundamental Duties often remain 

underemphasized. To address this imbalance, the following recommendations are proposed: 

● Curriculum Reform: Introduce modules in schools and universities that emphasize both rights and 

duties, particularly focusing on the moral and legal aspects of duties. 

● Civic Education: Establish dedicated civic education programs that teach young citizens about the 

importance of their responsibilities as much as their freedoms. These programs can include real-life 

case studies, role-playing, and discussions that highlight how duties contribute to a stronger, more 

harmonious society. 

● Public Awareness Campaigns: The government should launch campaigns to raise public 

awareness about Fundamental Duties. These campaigns could be integrated into existing civic 

programs and should target individuals across all age groups, with particular emphasis on younger 

generations. 

7. Conclusion 

This empirical study reveals a clear gap in the awareness of Fundamental Rights and Fundamental Duties 

among Indian citizens. While Fundamental Rights are well-known, the importance of Fundamental Duties 

remains largely neglected, especially in the younger demographic. 

The findings underscore the need for curriculum reforms that include both rights and duties to foster a well-

rounded understanding of constitutional provisions. A more balanced approach to teaching these aspects 

will not only help individuals understand their freedoms but also instill a sense of responsibility and duty 

towards their nation, promoting a more engaged and accountable citizenry. 
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