IJAER/September-October 2025/VVolume-14/Issue-5 ISSN: 2278-9677
International Journal of Arts & Education Research

(Peer-Reviewed, Open Access, Fully Refereed International Journal) Impact Factor:7.06

Eco-Criticism and Climate Change Narrative: A
Literary Study of Environmental Crisis in
Contemporary Fiction

Rachana Kumari
P.G(English)

Ram Krishna college, Madhubani,Lalit Narayan Mithila University, Darbhanga

Abstract

Ecocriticism has emerged as one of the most significant literary theories of the twenty-first century
because of the growing environmental crisis, climate change, global warming, deforestation, pollution,
and ecological imbalance. Contemporary fiction increasingly reflects anxieties related to environmental
destruction and explores the relationship between human beings and nature. Climate change narratives,
often called “cli-fi” or climate fiction, depict ecological disasters, environmental exploitation, and the
consequences of capitalist modernity. Through dystopian imagination, fragmented narratives, and
posthuman perspectives, contemporary writers challenge anthropocentric ideologies and advocate
ecological consciousness. This article examines how eco-critical approaches analyze environmental
crises in contemporary fiction and how literary texts become a medium for environmental awareness. It
studies selected contemporary literary works such as The Overstory by Richard Powers, Flight Behavior
by Barbara Kingsolver, The Ministry for the Future by Kim Stanley Robinson, and MaddAddam Trilogy
by Margaret Atwood to explore themes of ecological collapse, environmental justice, climate anxiety,
and human alienation from nature. The article argues that contemporary fiction functions not merely as
artistic representation but also as ecological activism that urges readers to rethink humanity’s
exploitative relationship with the environment. Literature becomes a site where environmental ethics,

sustainability, and ecological responsibility are negotiated in the age of the Anthropocene.
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1. Introduction
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The contemporary world is witnessing an unprecedented environmental crisis characterized by climate
change, rising temperatures, melting glaciers, biodiversity loss, deforestation, pollution, and ecological
destruction. Industrialization, urbanization, consumerism, and capitalist exploitation of natural resources
have transformed the relationship between humanity and nature into one of domination and destruction.
Literature, being the mirror of society, reflects these environmental anxieties and challenges human-
centered ideologies that separate humans from the natural world.
Ecocriticism emerged as a literary and cultural theory that studies the relationship between literature
and the environment. It examines how nature is represented in literary texts and how literature influences
ecological consciousness. The term “ecocriticism” gained popularity in the late twentieth century
through the works of critics such as Cheryll Glotfelty, Lawrence Buell, and Greg Garrard. Ecocriticism
initially focused on nature writing and Romantic literature but later expanded to include issues such as
climate change, environmental justice, posthumanism, ecofeminism, and the Anthropocene.
Climate change narratives or “cli-fi” have become an important genre in contemporary literature. These
narratives depict ecological catastrophes, environmental disasters, floods, droughts, pandemics, species
extinction, and dystopian futures resulting from climate change. Writers use fiction to represent
environmental crises that are often difficult to imagine because climate change is a global and long-term
phenomenon. Contemporary fiction transforms scientific facts into emotional and cultural experiences
that readers can understand and feel deeply.
The Anthropocene, a term used to describe the current geological age in which human activities
significantly affect the planet, has intensified eco-critical discussions. Contemporary authors explore
how modern civilization has disrupted ecological balance and endangered both humanity and non-
human life forms. Fictional narratives question anthropocentrism and emphasize interconnectedness
between humans, animals, plants, and ecosystems.
This article examines how contemporary fiction addresses environmental crises through eco-critical
perspectives. It analyzes major themes such as environmental degradation, climate anxiety, ecological
injustice, dystopian imagination, and the role of literature in environmental awareness. By studying
selected contemporary novels, the article demonstrates how literature contributes to ecological

consciousness and challenges destructive human practices.
2. Theoretical Framework of Ecocriticism

Ecocriticism studies literature from an ecological perspective. It explores how literary texts represent
nature, environmental ethics, and human interactions with the natural world. According to Cheryll

Glotfelty, ecocriticism is “the study of the relationship between literature and the physical environment.”
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This approach emphasizes that literature is not isolated from environmental realities but deeply
connected to ecological conditions.
The development of ecocriticism can be divided into different waves. The first wave focused on nature
writing, wilderness, and Romantic poetry. The second wave expanded toward environmental justice,
urban ecology, and social concerns. The third wave adopted global and transnational perspectives,
emphasizing climate change, globalization, and posthumanism.

Contemporary ecocriticism engages with several important concepts:

Anthropocentrism and Ecocentrism
Anthropocentrism places humans at the center of existence and considers nature merely as a resource
for human use. Ecocriticism challenges this ideology by promoting ecocentrism, which values all forms

of life equally. Contemporary fiction often critiqgues human arrogance and environmental exploitation.

Anthropocene
The Anthropocene refers to the era in which human activities significantly alter Earth’s ecosystems.
Climate fiction reflects fears related to the Anthropocene, portraying environmental disasters caused by

industrialization, capitalism, and technological advancement.

Environmental Justice
Environmental justice highlights inequalities in environmental destruction. Poor communities,
indigenous populations, and marginalized groups often suffer more from climate change despite
contributing less to environmental damage. Contemporary fiction increasingly addresses these

injustices.

Ecofeminism
Ecofeminism connects the exploitation of nature with the oppression of women. Patriarchal systems
dominate both women and the environment. Ecofeminist writers argue for harmony between humans

and nature.

Posthumanism

Posthumanism challenges the superiority of humans and recognizes the agency of non-human entities
such as animals, forests, rivers, and technology. Contemporary climate fiction often presents non-human
perspectives to question human dominance.
These eco-critical approaches help readers understand environmental crises not merely as scientific

issues but as cultural, ethical, and political problems.
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3. Climate Change Narratives in Contemporary Fiction

Climate change narratives have become a dominant feature of contemporary literature. Writers use
fiction to depict environmental catastrophes and imagine possible futures shaped by ecological collapse.
These narratives create awareness about climate change by transforming scientific data into emotional
experiences.

According to critics, climate fiction addresses the “crisis of imagination” associated with climate
change because people often struggle to visualize long-term environmental consequences. Literature
fills this gap by presenting vivid stories of environmental destruction and survival.

Climate narratives often include the following themes:

e Rising sea levels and floods

e Drought and water scarcity

e Species extinction

e Environmental migration

e Technological control over nature
e Corporate exploitation

e Ecological dystopia

e Human alienation from nature

e Survival and resilience

Contemporary climate fiction combines realism with speculative imagination. It reflects current

ecological anxieties while warning readers about future environmental disasters.
4. Environmental Crisis in Richard Powers’ The Overstory

The Overstory is one of the most influential eco-critical novels of contemporary literature. The novel
explores the interconnected lives of humans and trees, emphasizing the intelligence and agency of
forests. Through multiple narratives, the novel critiques deforestation, capitalist exploitation, and
environmental destruction.
The novel challenges anthropocentrism by presenting trees not as passive objects but as living beings
capable of communication and memory. Powers highlights how industrial capitalism destroys forests
for economic profit without considering ecological consequences.
Characters in the novel become environmental activists who attempt to protect forests from destruction.
Their activism reflects contemporary environmental movements against deforestation and ecological

exploitation. The novel demonstrates how humans are deeply interconnected with nature and cannot
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survive independently from ecological systems.
The narrative structure itself resembles the interconnectedness of forests. Different character stories
merge like branches of trees, symbolizing ecological unity. Powers uses scientific knowledge about trees
alongside emotional storytelling to create ecological awareness.
The novel ultimately suggests that modern civilization has become alienated from nature. Human
beings prioritize technological advancement and economic growth while ignoring ecological balance.
Through eco-critical perspectives, The Overstory becomes both a literary achievement and an

environmental warning.
5. Climate Anxiety in Barbara Kingsolver’s Flight Behavior

Flight Behavior examines climate change through the unexpected migration of monarch butterflies. The
novel portrays how climate change disrupts natural patterns and affects ordinary rural communities.
The protagonist, Dellarobia Turnbow, witnesses a mysterious environmental phenomenon when
millions of butterflies appear in the Appalachian mountains. Scientists explain that climate change has
altered the butterflies’ migration patterns. Through this event, Kingsolver connects global environmental
crises with local experiences.
The novel critiques climate denial and ignorance. Many characters refuse to accept scientific
explanations because of religious beliefs, political ideologies, or economic concerns. Kingsolver
illustrates how climate change debates are influenced by social and cultural factors.
At the same time, the novel presents climate anxiety as an emotional and psychological condition.
Characters experience fear, uncertainty, and helplessness regarding environmental destruction. Climate
change becomes not only a scientific issue but also a human and emotional crisis.
Kingsolver emphasizes that environmental disasters disproportionately affect poor communities. Rural
populations dependent on agriculture become vulnerable to changing weather conditions, floods, and
ecological instability. Thus, the novel connects climate change with social inequality and environmental

justice.
6. Dystopian Futures in Margaret Atwood’s MaddAddam Trilogy

MaddAddam Trilogy presents a dystopian vision of ecological and technological catastrophe. The trilogy
depicts a future in which corporate greed, genetic engineering, and environmental destruction lead to
civilizational collapse.
Atwood critiques capitalist consumer culture and biotechnology corporations that exploit nature for
profit. Scientific advancement becomes dangerous when separated from ethical responsibility. The
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novels portray ecological disasters such as pandemics, species extinction, and environmental collapse
caused by human greed.
The trilogy also explores posthumanism by depicting genetically modified species and hybrid life
forms. Humans lose their central position in the world as artificial creatures challenge traditional ideas
of humanity.
Environmental destruction in the trilogy reflects contemporary fears regarding biotechnology,
pollution, and climate change. Atwood warns that uncontrolled technological progress may destroy
ecological balance and human civilization itself.
At the same time, the trilogy imagines possibilities for ecological renewal. Survivors attempt to rebuild
relationships with nature based on cooperation rather than domination. Thus, Atwood combines

dystopian critique with ecological hope.
7. Environmental Politics in The Ministry for the Future

The Ministry for the Future explores global responses to climate catastrophe. The novel begins with a
devastating heatwave in India that kills millions of people, emphasizing the deadly consequences of
climate change.
Robinson combines fiction with political, scientific, and economic discussions about climate change
solutions. The novel examines international climate policies, renewable energy, environmental activism,
and global cooperation.
Unlike traditional dystopian fiction, Robinson’s novel emphasizes collective action and environmental
responsibility. It argues that humanity can still prevent ecological collapse through political change,
technological innovation, and ethical commitment.
The novel also highlights climate injustice. Poor countries suffer more from environmental disasters
despite contributing less to global carbon emissions. Robinson critiques global capitalism and unequal
power structures that worsen climate crises.
Through multiple perspectives, the novel demonstrates that climate change is not only an environmental

issue but also a political, economic, and ethical problem requiring collective solutions.
8. Narrative Strategies in Climate Fiction
Contemporary climate fiction uses innovative narrative strategies to represent environmental crises.

Dystopian Imagination

Many climate narratives imagine dystopian futures affected by floods, droughts, pandemics, and

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 539



IJAER/September-October 2025/VVolume-14/Issue-5 ISSN: 2278-9677

ecological collapse. Dystopian settings function as warnings about the consequences of environmental
negligence.

Fragmented Narratives
Climate change is complex and non-linear. Writers often use fragmented narratives to reflect ecological
instability and uncertainty. Multiple perspectives demonstrate the interconnectedness of environmental

crises.

Non-Human Perspectives
Some contemporary novels present perspectives of animals, forests, rivers, or ecosystems. These

narratives challenge human-centered thinking and recognize the agency of non-human life forms.

Scientific and Literary Blending
Climate fiction often combines scientific facts with literary imagination. Authors integrate ecological

research into storytelling to create realism and environmental awareness.

Apocalyptic and Post-Apocalyptic Settings
Many novels depict the aftermath of ecological disasters. These narratives explore survival, resilience,
and the possibility of rebuilding ecological harmony.
These narrative techniques help readers emotionally engage with climate change and understand its

global significance.
9. Environmental Justice and Social Inequality

Environmental crises do not affect all communities equally. Marginalized populations often suffer more
from pollution, floods, droughts, and climate disasters. Contemporary fiction increasingly highlights
environmental injustice.
Climate fiction portrays how capitalism and industrialization exploit both nature and vulnerable
populations. Indigenous communities lose land because of mining and deforestation. Poor farmers suffer
due to unpredictable weather conditions. Coastal communities face displacement because of rising sea
levels.

Writers emphasize that environmental destruction is connected to social inequality, racism, colonialism,
and economic exploitation. Ecocriticism therefore intersects with postcolonial studies, feminism, and
Marxist criticism.
Contemporary literature encourages readers to recognize environmental responsibility as a matter of

social justice. Ecological sustainability cannot exist without economic and social equality.
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10. Literature as Environmental Activism

Literature plays an important role in creating ecological awareness. Climate fiction transforms scientific
statistics into emotional experiences that readers can relate to personally. Through stories, readers
understand the human consequences of environmental destruction.
Eco-critical literature encourages readers to rethink their relationship with nature. It critiques consumer
culture, industrial capitalism, and technological domination. Literature becomes a form of
environmental activism that promotes sustainability and ecological ethics.
Contemporary writers aim not only to entertain readers but also to inspire environmental consciousness
and action. Fiction becomes a medium for imagining alternative futures based on ecological harmony
rather than exploitation.
As eco-critical scholars suggest, literature has the power to reshape cultural attitudes toward the
environment. By engaging emotions, imagination, and ethics, climate narratives contribute to

environmental movements and public awareness.
11. Conclusion

Ecocriticism and climate change narratives have become central to contemporary literary studies
because environmental crises increasingly shape modern existence. Contemporary fiction reflects
ecological anxieties related to climate change, environmental degradation, species extinction, and
capitalist exploitation of nature. Through eco-critical perspectives, literature challenges anthropocentric
ideologies and emphasizes the interconnectedness of humans and the natural world.
Novels such as The Overstory, Flight Behavior, MaddAddam Trilogy, and The Ministry for the Future
demonstrate how contemporary fiction addresses environmental crises through themes of ecological
destruction, climate anxiety, environmental justice, dystopian futures, and ecological resilience. These
narratives transform climate change from a distant scientific issue into a lived cultural and emotional
reality.

Climate fiction also reveals that environmental crises are deeply connected with political, economic,
and ethical structures. Capitalism, industrialization, technological exploitation, and consumer culture
contribute significantly to ecological destruction. Contemporary literature critiques these systems while
imagining alternative  futures based on sustainability and ecological responsibility.
Furthermore, eco-critical narratives highlight the importance of environmental justice by showing how
marginalized communities disproportionately suffer from climate disasters. Literature therefore
becomes a powerful medium for ecological awareness, ethical reflection, and social transformation.

In the age of the Anthropocene, literature plays a crucial role in helping humanity understand
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environmental crises and imagine sustainable futures. Ecocriticism not only studies representations of
nature but also encourages readers to develop ecological consciousness and responsibility toward the
planet. Thus, contemporary climate fiction functions both as artistic expression and as a call for urgent

environmental action.
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