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The character of Karna in the Mahabharata is one of its most complex and ill-fated figures.
Despite variations in his portrayal across different Sanskrit texts, the essence of his life is
marked by relentless misfortune from birth to death. The stories of Karna's birth and life
exhibit significant differences between the Mahabharata composed by Vyasa and the Bengali
Mahabharata written by Kashi Ram Das, though both sources confirm the constant theme of
fate's cruelty in Karna's life. According to Vyasa's Mahabharata, the story of Karna’s birth is
revealed in the ‘Udyoga Parva’ when Kunti reveals the secret of Karna's birth to him:

"YHTIBHT g AST <a) A== |
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[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1383 Bengali Year,
Mahabharatam(16 th Chapter), Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2" ( Viswavani )
Publishing, Page-1202]

Additionally, Kunti's act of casting Karna into the river is mentioned directly:
“ITSIHIR @ STel AgIaad |7
[Bhattacharya Haridasa Siddhantavagis,VVaisakh, February 1383 Bengali Year,
Mahabharatam(3 rd Chapter), AdiParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2" ( Viswavani ) Publishing,
Page-1208]

Supporting this claim, the Sun God himself confirms the truth of Kunti’s words to Karna. In
the Bengali Mahabharata by Kashi Ram Das, Kunti's actions are described in a more subtle
manner:
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[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth
Publishing, Page- 649]

In another version from Kashi Ram Das’s Mahabharata, Kunti's act of abandoning
Karna is portrayed as:

TN OIR OIS ||
[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth
Publishing, Page- 64]

To hear this incidents Karna Speakes,

" © 8f T F(R BT NS |

4 ST BYUFA G (I Ol 1"
[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth
Publishing, Page- 649]

When Karna learns about his birth and the circumstances of his abandonment, he speaks to
Kunti acknowledging his knowledge of these hidden truths.

YR N el (M fage 1

[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth
Publishing, Page- 649]”
Despite the acknowledgment of his birth and abandonment, Karna remains resolute and loyal
to his own values and actions. On this Karna says to the lord Krishna

=1 T THTERT HRGRTUHT SHTE A |

3ffeadamTed SITd Hi I Aorad | 1
For introducing ownself Karna speaks to Kunti -

IS THTERTY: HURGTHINATE |”

[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1342 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(16
th Chapter), Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2" ( Viswavani ) Publishing, Page-120]

The Mahabharata written by Vyasa presents Karna’s life as a series of tragic events influenced
by his destiny. Although Karna is depicted as a great warrior and a noble figure, he is also
subject to the misfortune of being a “Sutaputra” or son of a charioteer, a term used derogatorily
by the Pandavas and others. In the Vyasa version, this derogatory term reflects the societal
prejudice and the attempts to diminish Karna’s status.

In contrast, Kashi Ram Das's Mahabharata highlights a more compassionate view of Karna’s

circumstances, noting his unwavering loyalty and virtues. Karna's true identity as a Kshatriya
and his inherent nobility are underscored despite the societal scorn he faces.
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Karna's life, marked by ongoing humiliation and struggles, is ultimately a reflection of his fate
and his adherence to his principles. His complex interactions with other characters in the
Mahabharata, including his relationships with the Pandavas, Draupadi, and Duryodhana,
reveal the multifaceted nature of his character. While Vyasa’s depiction of Karna emphasizes
his heroic qualities and his tragic downfall due to destiny and societal rejection, Kashi Ram
Das portrays Karna with a more emotional and sympathetic lens, reflecting his inner struggles
and personal honor.

“ FUgTg WA dST HUR TIHie |
T TR GH: H=1 Hidsg ||

[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1383 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(3rd
Chapter), AdiParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2" ( Viswavani ) Publishing, Page- 1207]
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[Vandhyopadhya, Debnath(Edited), February 2020, Kashidasi Mahabharata( 1 st
Chapter), Adiparva, Kolkata, Sahityasanshad, 1% Publishing, 7 th Edition, Page- 89]

From the birth the Karna was revealed as a valueless unrespectful character . One very
important proof of this is Kunti’s speech to Pandavas about failure Karna in the Kurukshetra
war.
"HAIZI (ST G5 AGETT |
R 5 AT Ty 22T G "

[Das, Kashiram, November 2017, Mahabharata, Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Dej, 10 th
Edition, Page-650]
From this speech a softminded, weak, determind to own future Karna though came out but in
the speech of Vyasa’s Karna not as a weak character came out. Instead of a strong speech was
revealed from the mouth of Karna.
T JaIYEY aT &Y Wi @ |
mﬁ%m yafd sl

qdq Urg JHBTITH |
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[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1342 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(16
th Chapter),UdyogParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2" ( Viswavani ) Edition, Page- 1205]

So it is easily say that this Karna is a real hero and strong character in Mahabharata.
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From the story of Karna’s birth we can know that he is the son of God Surya and the human
being Kunti. But Karna grows in the home of Adhirath and Radha. Though according to
Mahabharata Karna was insulted again and again as ‘Sutaputra’ which term is renowned as
scheduled stage in society status. On this perspective Nrisingha Prasad Bhaduri says that
Jayanti and Debjani’s first son is Yadu, his descendants are called Yadav. Lord Krishna is also
belong to this family to whom Pandavas worshiped very much. So that was not faired to say
Karna as a scheduled person on that time society measurement because he was also releated
with Yadavas.

In various renditions, such as the play "Karna Varm," Karna’s life is depicted with a focus on
his valor, loyalty, and the personal dilemmas he faces, including the moment when he gives
away his divine armor and earrings to Indra disguised as a Brahmin. This act of generosity is
portrayed differently across texts, but it consistently highlights Karna's nobility and his tragic
end, driven by the relentless cruelty of fate and the circumstances beyond his control.

Ultimately, the narrative of Karna in the Mahabharata illustrates the tragic interplay
between destiny, social status, and personal virtue, revealing a character who is both a
hero and a victim of relentless misfortune.
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