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Abstract:

This study presents a comprehensive analytical examination of Lessons of Objects and Arabic Conversation for
Teaching Arabic to First Grade Students, authored by Shaykh Mahboobur Rahman Al-Azhari, a distinguished scholar
and pioneer in Arabic language education for non-native speakers in the Indian subcontinent. The textbook was
specifically designed to address the linguistic, cognitive, and psychological needs of young learners at the
elementary level and has been widely adopted as a foundational instructional resource in Islamic schools affiliated
with Nadwatul Ulama and other traditional educational institutions across South Asia.

Employing a descriptive-analytical research methodology, the study explores the structural organization of the
textbook, its educational objectives, and the pedagogical strategies adopted by the author. Particular emphasis is
placed on the book’s gradual and natural approach to language instruction, which begins with auditory exposure
through songs, chants, and simple expressions without requiring immediate comprehension. This stage is followed
by visual and sensory association using familiar objects from the learners’ daily environment, facilitating meaningful
and context-based language acquisition.

The study further analyzes the systematic progression from isolated Arabic letters and basic vocabulary to simple
sentence structures and guided dialogues. It highlights the author’s reliance on repetition, imitation, and
contextual usage as essential mechanisms for developing listening and speaking skills prior to the introduction of
formal reading and writing. Special attention is also given to the educational songs integrated throughout the
lessons, demonstrating their effectiveness in improving pronunciation, reinforcing vocabulary retention, and
enhancing phonological awareness among young learners.

In addition, the research examines how moral and religious values are subtly integrated into language instruction,
contributing to the holistic development of learners by fostering ethical awareness alongside linguistic
competence. The findings reveal that the textbook represents an early and successful model of child-centered and
natural language teaching, anticipating several principles later emphasized in modern second language acquisition
theories. The study concludes that the methodological foundations of this work remain highly relevant for
contemporary Arabic language curricula for children in non-Arabic-speaking contexts.
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