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The character of Karna in the Mahabharata is one of its most complex and ill-fated figures. 

Despite variations in his portrayal across different Sanskrit texts, the essence of his life is 

marked by relentless misfortune from birth to death. The stories of Karna's birth and life 

exhibit significant differences between the Mahabharata composed by Vyasa and the Bengali 

Mahabharata written by Kashi Ram Das, though both sources confirm the constant theme of 

fate's cruelty in Karna's life. According to Vyasa's Mahabharata, the story of Karna’s birth is 

revealed in the ‘Udyoga Parva’ when Kunti reveals the secret of Karna's birth to him: 

“प्रकाशकर्म्ाा तपनो योऽयं देवो ववरोचनः । 

अजीजनत्त्ां मये्यष कर्ा ! शास्त्रभृतां वरम्।” 

                                  [Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1383 Bengali Year, 

Mahabharatam(16 th Chapter), Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2nd ( Viswavani ) 

Publishing, Page-1202]  

Additionally, Kunti's act of casting Karna into the river is mentioned directly: 

                                 “उत्सर्ज्ाकुमारं तं्व जले महावलम्।”           

[Bhattacharya Haridasa Siddhantavagis,Vaisakh, February 1383 Bengali Year, 

Mahabharatam(3 rd Chapter), AdiParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2nd ( Viswavani ) Publishing, 

Page-1208] 

 

Supporting this claim, the Sun God himself confirms the truth of Kunti’s words to Karna. In 

the Bengali Mahabharata by Kashi Ram Das, Kunti's actions are described in a more subtle 

manner: 

“কেৌতুকে জপিনু মন্ত্র সূক্ যে ধ্োন েপি।। 

তখন আপসল সূ্ যে কমাি পিদ্েমাকন। 

সূক্ যে কদ্পখ ভীত আপম হইলাম মকন।। 

অজ্ঞান স্ত্রীজন কদ্াষ ক্ষপমকি আমাি। 

শুপনয়া হাপসয়া সূ্ যে েকহ আিিাি।। 

েভু পমথ্ো নাপহ হয় মুপনি িচন। 

েভু পমথ্ো নকহ েনো মম আগমকন।। 

পিিাপহতা নহ, পচন্তা েপিছ অন্তকি। 

মম িকি মহািাজ িপিকি কতামাকি।। 
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এত শুপন িশ আপম হইনু তাহাি। 

সূক্ যেি প্রসাকদ্ হইল জনম কতামাি।।” 

 [Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth 

Publishing, Page- 649] 

In another version from Kashi Ram Das’s Mahabharata, Kunti's act of abandoning 

Karna is portrayed as: 

“্মুনায় ভাসাইনু তাম্রেুণ্ড আপম।”  
[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth 

Publishing, Page- 64] 

To hear this incidents Karna Speakes,  

“এত শুপন ের্ য েকহ েপিয়া পমনপত। 

এ সেল গুপ্তেথ্া জাপন ক্ ভািতী।।”  
[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth 

Publishing, Page- 649] 

When Karna learns about his birth and the circumstances of his abandonment, he speaks to 

Kunti acknowledging his knowledge of these hidden truths. 

“িাধ্াি নন্দন িপল ক াকষ ত্রিভুিকন।” 
[Das, Kashirama, November 2017, Mahabharatam, Udyogparva, Kolkata, Dej, Tenth 

Publishing, Page- 649]” 

 Despite the acknowledgment of his birth and abandonment, Karna remains resolute and loyal 

to his own values and actions. On this Karna says to the lord Krishna 

“कन्या गभं समाधत्त भास्कराण्ां जनार्द्ान। 

आवदत्यवचनाचै्चव जातं मां सा व्यासजायत्।।” 
For introducing ownself Karna speaks to Kunti -  

“राधेयोऽहमावधरव ः  कर्ास्त्वामवभवादये।” 

[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1342 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(16 

th Chapter), Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2nd ( Viswavani ) Publishing, Page-120]  

The Mahabharata written by Vyasa presents Karna’s life as a series of tragic events influenced 

by his destiny. Although Karna is depicted as a great warrior and a noble figure, he is also 

subject to the misfortune of being a “Sutaputra” or son of a charioteer, a term used derogatorily 

by the Pandavas and others. In the Vyasa version, this derogatory term reflects the societal 

prejudice and the attempts to diminish Karna’s status. 

 

In contrast, Kashi Ram Das's Mahabharata highlights a more compassionate view of Karna’s 

circumstances, noting his unwavering loyalty and virtues. Karna's true identity as a Kshatriya 

and his inherent nobility are underscored despite the societal scorn he faces. 
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Karna's life, marked by ongoing humiliation and struggles, is ultimately a reflection of his fate 

and his adherence to his principles. His complex interactions with other characters in the 

Mahabharata, including his relationships with the Pandavas, Draupadi, and Duryodhana, 

reveal the multifaceted nature of his character. While Vyasa’s depiction of Karna emphasizes 

his heroic qualities and his tragic downfall due to destiny and societal rejection, Kashi Ram 

Das portrays Karna with a more emotional and sympathetic lens, reflecting his inner struggles 

and personal honor. 

“ व्यपयातु भयं तेऽद्य कुमारं प्रसमीक्षसे। 

मया त्वञ्चाप्यनुज्ञाता पुनः  कन्या भववष्यस।।” 

 [Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1383 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(3rd 

Chapter), AdiParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2nd ( Viswavani ) Publishing, Page- 1207] 

“িয়কস িাপলো তাকহ গভয উদ্কিকত। 

কিদ্না অসহে নাপি প্রসি হইকত।। 

কহন ভাপি স্মির্ েপিল পদ্ননাকথ্। 

িুি প্রসপিলা েুন্তী ের্ য িন্ধ্র িকথ্।। 

ের্ যমূকল জন্ম কতেঁ ই ের্ য সি েকহ। 

জন্ম হইকত অক্ষয় েিজ ধ্কি কদ্কহ।।” 

[Vandhyopadhya, Debnath(Edited), February 2020, Kashidasi Mahabharata( 1 st 

Chapter), Adiparva, Kolkata, Sahityasanshad, 1st Publishing, 7 th Edition, Page- 89] 

From the birth the Karna was revealed as a valueless unrespectful character . One very 

important proof of this is Kunti’s speech to Pandavas about failure Karna in the Kurukshetra 

war. 

“িাইকি কতামাি িুিগর্ িাজধ্ানী। 

পনশ্চয় আমাি মতুৃে হইকি জননী।।” 

[Das, Kashiram, November 2017, Mahabharata, Udyog Parva, Kolkata, Dej, 10 th 

Edition, Page-650] 

From this speech a softminded, weak, determind to own future Karna though came out but in 

the speech of Vyasa’s Karna not as a weak character came out. Instead of  a strong speech was 

revealed from the mouth of Karna. 

“न चैतचश्रर्द्धे वाकं्य क्षविये भावषतं त्वया। 

धमाद्वारं ममैतत् स्यावियोगकररं् तव।। 

अकरोण्वय यत् पापं भववत सुमहात्ययम्। 

अपाकीर्ोऽस्मि यन्मातः । तदृयाशः  कीवतानाशनम्।।”  

[Bhattacharya, Haridasa Siddhantavagis,April, 1342 Bengali Year, Mahabharatam(16 

th Chapter),UdyogParva, Kolkata, Viswavani, 2nd ( Viswavani ) Edition, Page- 1205] 

So it is easily say that this Karna is a real hero and strong character in Mahabharata. 
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From the story of Karna’s birth we can know that he is the son of God Surya and the human 

being Kunti. But Karna grows in the home of Adhirath and Radha. Though  according to 

Mahabharata Karna was insulted again and again as ‘Sutaputra’ which term is renowned as 

scheduled stage in society status. On this perspective Nrisingha Prasad Bhaduri says that 

Jayanti and Debjani’s first son is Yadu, his descendants are called Yadav. Lord Krishna is also 

belong to this family to whom Pandavas worshiped very much. So that was not faired to say 

Karna as a scheduled person on that time society measurement because he was also releated 

with Yadavas. 

 

In various renditions, such as the play "Karna Varm," Karna’s life is depicted with a focus on 

his valor, loyalty, and the personal dilemmas he faces, including the moment when he gives 

away his divine armor and earrings to Indra disguised as a Brahmin. This act of generosity is 

portrayed differently across texts, but it consistently highlights Karna's nobility and his tragic 

end, driven by the relentless cruelty of fate and the circumstances beyond his control. 

Ultimately, the narrative of Karna in the Mahabharata illustrates the tragic interplay 

between destiny, social status, and personal virtue, revealing a character who is both a 

hero and a victim of relentless misfortune.  
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