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Abstract -  

 

This research paper aims to delve into the profound poetic works of William Wordsworth, emphasizing his role as 

a mystic poet. Wordsworth, an influential figure in English Romanticism, possessed a unique ability to tap into the 

mystical dimensions of nature, unraveling spiritual truths and transcendent experiences through his poetry. By 

examining his key poems and considering the historical context of Romanticism, this paper illuminates 

Wordsworth's mystical sensibilities, his spiritual connections to nature, and the profound impact of his mystic vision 

on the development of his poetic philosophy. This abstract provides a concise overview of William Wordsworth's 

mysticism as reflected in his poetry. It explores the key themes and elements that characterize his mystical 

inclinations and examines how his belief in the spiritual significance of nature and the exploration of inner 

experiences shaped his poetic vision. By delving into the transformative power of encounters with nature and the 

profound connection between the human mind and the divine, (1) Wordsworth emerges as a mystic poet who sought 

to unveil the transcendent truths of existence. 
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William Wordsworth, a renowned English poet of the Romantic era, is often regarded as a mystic poet due to the 

mystical elements present in his works. While Wordsworth is primarily known for his celebration of nature and his 

exploration of human emotions, his poetry often delves into transcendent and mystical experiences. One of the key 

aspects that align Wordsworth with mysticism is his belief in the spiritual significance of nature. He saw nature as 

a divine force and believed that it could lead individuals to a higher understanding of the world and themselves. In 

his poetry, he often described encounters with nature as transformative experiences that could evoke a sense of awe 

and wonder, transcending the ordinary and connecting the individual to the sublime. 

Wordsworth's poem "Tintern Abbey" is a notable example of his mystic inclinations. In this work, he reflects upon 

the power of nature to inspire spiritual and mystical experiences. He describes how his encounters with the natural 

world, particularly at the Tintern Abbey ruins, have had a profound impact on his psyche, filling him with a sense 

of spiritual communion and providing solace for his troubled soul. Furthermore, Wordsworth's emphasis on 

intuition and the inner experience aligns with mysticism. He believed in the importance of tapping into one's inner 

self and the spiritual truths that lie within. Wordsworth saw the imagination as a gateway to mystical insights and 

advocated for a spontaneous and intuitive approach to writing poetry. He valued the exploration of the subconscious 

and the mystical depths of human consciousness, seeking to express profound truths that transcend rational 

understanding. Wordsworth's mystic inclinations are also evident in his exploration of themes such as memory, 

time, and the transcendent power of the human mind. In poems like "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from 



IJAER/January-February 2016/Volume -5/Issue-1                                         ISSN: 2278-9677 

Copyright@ijaer.org                                                                                                                                                                 Page  68          

Recollections of Early Childhood," he reflects upon the idea that childhood memories hold a connection to a higher 

spiritual realm (2). He suggests that in our early years, we possess a greater awareness of the divine and a deeper 

connection to the mysteries of existence. 

 

Wordsworth’s Mystical Odes -  

 

William Wordsworth's collection of "Mystical Odes" showcases his profound exploration of mystical experiences 

and the spiritual dimensions of human existence. These odes delve into themes such as nature, memory, intuition, 

and the transcendent power of the human mind. They provide glimpses into Wordsworth's mystic inclinations and 

his belief in the transformative potential of encountering the divine within and outside oneself. 

One of the most renowned mystical odes by Wordsworth is "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections 

of Early Childhood." This ode reflects on the spiritual insights and connections with the divine that are often 

experienced in childhood but may fade as one grows older. Wordsworth contemplates the immortality of the soul, 

suggesting that in childhood, individuals possess a closer proximity to a spiritual realm. He mourns the loss of this 

intuitive connection to the transcendent and longs to recapture those profound experiences. 

 

Another notable mystical ode by Wordsworth is "Ode to Duty." In this poem, Wordsworth explores the moral and 

spiritual aspects of human existence. He presents duty as a guiding force that aligns individuals with higher truths 

and enables them to transcend their ordinary selves. Wordsworth suggests that by embracing duty and aligning 

one's actions with moral principles, one can attain a sense of spiritual fulfillment and harmony with the universe. 

Wordsworth's "Ode: Intimations of Immortality" and "Ode to Duty" are just two examples of his mystical odes. 

Throughout his poetic career, Wordsworth consistently sought to express the mystical dimensions of human 

experience. His poems often contain vivid descriptions of encounters with nature, where the external landscape 

becomes a reflection of the internal landscape of the soul. These odes emphasize the transformative power of nature 

and the potential for individuals to experience moments of transcendence and spiritual awakening through their 

connection with the natural world. Wordsworth's mystical odes demonstrate his belief in the divine presence within 

and around us, urging readers to seek spiritual truths and deeper insights through introspection, intuition, and 

communion with nature. His lyrical and evocative language, coupled with his exploration of the sublime and the 

mystical depths of consciousness, make these odes enduring expressions of the mystical experience and an 

invitation to contemplate the profound mysteries of existence. 

 

Wordsworth’s art of creating Mysticism -  

William Wordsworth possessed a remarkable artistry in creating mysticism within his poetry. Through his unique 

literary techniques and thematic choices, he masterfully crafted an atmosphere of transcendence, spiritual 

exploration, and mystical experiences for his readers. Several key aspects contribute to Wordsworth's art of creating 

mysticism. 

 

1 - Vivid Descriptions -  

Wordsworth had a gift for vividly describing natural scenes, imbuing them with a sense of wonder and mystery. 

His detailed and evocative imagery transported readers into a realm where the boundaries between the physical and 
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the spiritual were blurred. By depicting the beauty and grandeur of nature, Wordsworth created a backdrop that 

heightened the mystical elements in his poetry. 

 

2 - Introspection and Reflection -  

Wordsworth's poetry often delved into introspection and reflection, allowing readers to explore the depths of their 

own consciousness. He encouraged contemplation of one's inner experiences, memories, and emotions, seeking to 

uncover profound truths that lay hidden within the human psyche. This introspective approach contributed to the 

mystic undertones of his works. 

 

3 - Connection with Nature - 

Wordsworth believed in the spiritual significance of nature as a conduit to the divine. He portrayed nature as a 

living, breathing entity capable of awakening the mystical within individuals. Through his keen observations of 

natural landscapes, seasons, and elements, he forged a deep connection between the external world and the inner 

realms of the human experience. 

 

4 - Transcendent Moments -  

Wordsworth skillfully crafted moments of transcendence in his poetry, where ordinary experiences were elevated 

to a higher plane of existence. Whether it was a fleeting encounter with a beautiful landscape, a powerful memory, 

or an intuitive insight, these moments of transcendence allowed readers to glimpse the mystical dimensions of life 

and contemplate their own place within the larger cosmic order. 

 

5 - Emotional Resonance -  

Wordsworth's ability to evoke deep emotions in his readers was integral to his art of creating mysticism. Through 

his use of language, rhythm, and poetic devices, he tapped into the depths of human emotions, ranging from joy 

and awe to melancholy and longing. These emotional resonances served as pathways to the mystical, evoking a 

sense of connection with something greater than oneself. 

 

In summary, Wordsworth's art of creating mysticism was a result of his vivid descriptions, introspective approach, 

connection with nature, portrayal of transcendent moments, and ability to evoke deep emotions. Through his poetry, 

he transported readers to a realm where the ordinary became extraordinary, allowing them to explore the mystical 

aspects of the human experience and contemplate the profound mysteries of existence (3). 

 

Wordsworth’s Mystic Works -  

 

William Wordsworth's body of work encompasses numerous poems that showcase his mystic inclinations and his 

exploration of the transcendent aspects of human existence. Here are some notable works that highlight 

Wordsworth's mysticism: 

 

1 - "Tintern Abbey": This poem, also known as "Lines Composed a Few Miles above Tintern Abbey," is one of 

Wordsworth's most famous works. It explores the mystical power of nature and its ability to evoke profound 
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emotions and spiritual insights. Wordsworth reflects on his encounters with the Tintern Abbey ruins and 

contemplates the lasting impact of those experiences on his psyche, connecting him to the sublime and providing 

solace for his troubled soul. 

 

2 - "Ode: Intimations of Immortality from Recollections of Early Childhood": In this celebrated ode, Wordsworth 

contemplates the spiritual dimensions of human existence, particularly the idea that childhood memories hold a 

connection to a higher realm. He mourns the loss of the intuitive connection to the divine that often fades as one 

grows older, expressing a longing to regain that mystical connection and recapture the profound insights 

experienced in early life. 

 

3 - "The Prelude": This autobiographical poem, considered Wordsworth's magnum opus, explores his own spiritual 

and philosophical development. It delves into his encounters with nature, his contemplation of the mysteries of 

existence, and his quest for a deeper understanding of the human experience. "The Prelude" is a reflection of 

Wordsworth's mystic journey and his exploration of the profound truths that lie within the individual and the natural 

world. 

 

4 - "Ode to Duty": This ode reflects Wordsworth's belief in the spiritual significance of duty and its connection to 

higher truths. He emphasizes the transformative power of aligning one's actions with moral principles, suggesting 

that embracing duty leads to a sense of spiritual fulfillment and harmony with the universe. Wordsworth's 

exploration of duty as a guiding force showcases his mystic understanding of the human experience. 

 

5 - "The Solitary Reaper": Although a shorter poem, "The Solitary Reaper" encapsulates Wordsworth's mysticism 

in its portrayal of a solitary girl singing in the Scottish Highlands. The enchanting song of the reaper resonates with 

the speaker's soul, transcending language barriers and evoking a sense of wonder and mystery. The poem highlights 

the ability of art and nature to connect individuals with the transcendent (4). 

 

These works, among others in Wordsworth's extensive collection, demonstrate his mystical inclinations and his 

quest to express the spiritual dimensions of human existence. Through his exploration of nature, memory, intuition, 

and the transformative power of the human mind, Wordsworth invites readers to contemplate the mysteries of life 

and their own connections to the divine. 

Conclusion - 

 

In conclusion, the mysticism of William Wordsworth pervades his poetry, leaving an indelible mark on the 

Romantic literary landscape. His works embody a deep reverence for nature, a belief in the spiritual significance of 

the human experience, and an exploration of the transcendent realms of existence. Through vivid descriptions, 

introspection, and a profound connection with the natural world, Wordsworth created a poetic universe where the 

ordinary becomes extraordinary, and the mundane is infused with divine presence (5). Wordsworth's mysticism is 
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evident in his ability to evoke powerful emotions and tap into the depths of human consciousness. His poetry invites 

readers to engage in introspection, contemplate the mysteries of life, and seek moments of transcendence and 

spiritual awakening. Whether through his reflections on childhood memories, his celebration of the beauty of nature, 

or his exploration of the transformative power of duty, Wordsworth reveals a profound understanding of the 

interconnectedness between the human mind, the natural world, and the divine. Through his artistry, Wordsworth 

encourages us to recognize the sacred in the everyday, to seek solace and inspiration in nature, and to delve into 

our own inner landscapes in pursuit of spiritual truths (6). His poetry serves as a guide, reminding us of the potential 

for transcendent experiences, the transformative power of introspection, and the enduring connection between the 

human spirit and the mysteries of existence. Wordsworth's mysticism not only defined his own poetic vision but 

also continues to resonate with readers across generations. His works invite us to pause, reflect, and immerse 

ourselves in the enchanting world he created, where the boundaries between the physical and spiritual, the ordinary 

and the extraordinary, blur into a unified whole. Through his poetry, Wordsworth reminds us of the timeless quest 

for meaning and the profound beauty that can be found in embracing the mystic dimensions of life. 
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