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Abstract:  

This article explores the profound depiction of the misery experienced by the Parsis in Rohinton Mistry's novel, 

shedding light on the struggles they face in the context of displacement. Through an analysis of Mistry's novel, 

the article uncovers the emotional, psychological, and cultural consequences of displacement for the Parsi 

community. The article examines their nuanced depiction, their struggle for cultural identity and their broader 

impact. This article, by delving deeper into Mistry's portrayal, highlights the importance empathy, cultural 

preservation and understanding when addressing challenges facing displaced communities.  
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Introduction:  

Rohinton Mistry, a renowned Indian-Canadian author, has masterfully captured the struggles of displacement 

and the resulting misery faced by the Parsis, an ancient Zoroastrian community in India, in his novels. His 

poignant narratives shed light on the profound impact of being uprooted from one's homeland, exploring 

themes of cultural erosion, identity crisis, and the challenges faced by marginalized communities in a changing 

world. Through vivid character development and powerful storytelling, Mistry's works offer a compelling 

portrayal of the struggles faced by the Parsi community, allowing readers to delve into the depths of their 

displacement-induced misery.  

The Parsis, descendants of Persian Zoroastrians who sought refuge in India centuries ago, have long maintained 

a unique cultural identity within the Indian subcontinent. However, the community has also experienced its 

fair share of challenges, including displacement caused by historical events and sociopolitical shifts. Mistry's 

novels delve into the multifaceted experiences of Parsis, exploring the profound impact of displacement on 

individuals and communities.  

Prior research has recognized Mistry's talent to portray the human condition, shed light on marginalized groups 

and capture their misery. However, it is still necessary to focus an analysis of his work that focuses specifically 

on the suffering of Parsis. The purpose of this paper is to close that gap, by looking at Mistry's depiction of 

Parsi dislocation, his character development and narrative technique.  

By employing a qualitative research approach, this study primarily relies on textual analysis of Mistry's novels, 

including "Such a Long Journey," "A Fine Balance," and "Family Matters." This analysis, which focuses on 

the emotional turmoil and the psychological effects of displacement in the lives of characters, aims to reveal 

the complex layers that make up the Parsi Community's struggles and misery.  
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This study reveals that Mistry portrays the Parsi's suffering as a result of displacement in a realistic and 

poignant way. The characters he creates are vividly multidimensional, encapsulating the complex emotions 

associated with leaving one's homeland. Mistry's characters, who struggle with cultural erosion and loss in an 

unfamiliar environment, are a perfect example of the challenges faced by communities that have been 

displaced.  

Mistry uses narrative techniques such as realistic dialogues and detailed descriptions to help the reader 

understand the experiences of characters, which fosters a feeling of connection and empathy. Through his 

meticulous attention to detail, Mistry captivates readers, amplifying the impact of the Parsis' displacement and 

showcasing his prowess in capturing the intricacies of the human condition.  

Rohinton's Mistry novels are a powerful testament to the suffering of the Parsis as a result of their displacement. 

Mistry's empathetic depiction of characters who are navigating cultural erosion, loss and identity crises, 

provides profound insight into marginalized communities. Furthermore, his nuanced exploration of the Parsi 

diaspora expands beyond ethnic and religious boundaries, offering a broader commentary on the universal 

themes of human suffering, resilience, and the search for a sense of belonging.  

The purpose of this peer-review paper is to bring to light the importance of Mistry’s work and how it sheds 

light on marginalized groups and helps to better understand the effects of displacement for individuals and 

society. Mistry's novels immerse readers in the suffering of the Parsis and encourage them to reflect on the 

effects of displacement as well as the importance of protecting cultural heritage.  

Literature Review:  

Previous research has acknowledged the remarkable ability of Rohinton Mistry, the renowned Indian-Canadian 

author, to depict the human condition and shed light on the struggles faced by marginalized communities in 

his novels. Scholars have examined the socio-political context of Mistry's works, recognizing his exploration 

of historical events and their impact on the Parsis, an ancient Zoroastrian community in India. A literature 

review that focuses on the depiction of Parsi misery in Mistry’s novels is needed, especially regarding the 

struggle of their displacement.  

Mistry's body of work, comprising notable novels such as "Such a Long Journey," "A Fine Balance," and 

"Family Matters," has garnered critical acclaim for its profound examination of Parsi experiences. The Parsis 

have faced many challenges throughout their history. His stories provide insight into these struggles. Mistry's 

books shed light on psychological, cultural, and emotional consequences that come with being uprooted.  

In "Such a Long Journey," Mistry captures the anguish experienced by Gustad Noble, the protagonist, as he 

confronts a multitude of challenges, including political upheaval and the erosion of Parsi culture. The novel 

portrays the inner turmoil and existential crisis faced by Gustad, reflecting the broader experiences of Parsis 

who find themselves torn between preserving their cultural heritage and assimilating into a new environment.  

In a similar way, "A Fine Balance", a powerful and moving portrayal of the lives of four characters with 

different backgrounds who are brought together in a difficult period of India's past by circumstance. Mistry 

uses their stories to explore themes such as displacement, poverty and resilience. In the novel, the Parsi 

characters struggle with their own dislocation. This reflects the wider struggles of the Parsi community.  

In "Family Matters," Mistry further delves into the Parsi diaspora, examining the tensions between generations, 

the erosion of traditions, and the impact of changing societal norms. Mistry portrays through the Parsi patriarch 

Nariman vakeel the disorientation and anguish of individuals who have been uprooted from the culture they 

grew up in.  
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These novels, and Mistry's body of work as a whole, have drawn scholarly attention to the representation of 

Parsi displacement and the resulting misery. Researchers have praised Mistry's ability to create fully fleshed-

out characters that embody the multifaceted experiences and emotions of the Parsi community. The reader is 

immersed in his characters' struggles through vivid description, vivid dialogue and meticulous attention to 

details.  

The literature on Mistry's novels emphasizes the universal relevance of his themes, highlighting the parallels 

between the Parsi experience and the struggles faced by displaced communities worldwide. Mistry's work 

serves as a powerful commentary on the human condition, inviting readers to reflect on the consequences of 

displacement, the preservation of cultural heritage, and the complexities of identity in an evolving society.  

Existing research has recognized the effect of displacement in Mistry’s novels on the Parsi Community. 

However, a literature review is needed that focuses specifically on the portrayal of Parsi misery resulting from 

the displacement. The purpose of this paper is to fill that gap. It does so by offering a detailed examination of 

Mistry’s handling of the subject, the character development and narrative technique. This will provide new 

insight into the Parsi experiences and the wider implications of displacement.  

Methodology:  

The study uses a qualitative approach in order to understand and analyze the depiction of Parsi misery in 

Rohinton Mistry’s novels. Qualitative research is well-suited to explore the nuances and complexities of human 

experiences, allowing for an in-depth examination of the characters' struggles with displacement and the 

ensuing misery. The primary research method employed in this study is textual analysis of Mistry's novels, 

namely "Such a Long Journey," "A Fine Balance," and "Family Matters."  

Textual analysis involves a systematic examination of the novels, focusing on specific themes, character 

development, narrative techniques, and the overall portrayal of Parsi displacement. Through a close reading of 

the texts, this study aims to gain insights into Mistry's treatment of the subject matter and the emotions 

associated with the Parsi community's struggle.  

The process of textual analysis involves several steps. The first step is to read the novel in its entirety, so that 

you can become familiar with the story, the characters and the narrative structure. This reading is followed by 

a focused re-reading, specifically honing in on scenes, dialogues, and descriptions related to Parsi displacement 

and the resulting misery. Key passages that exemplify the struggles faced by the characters are identified for 

further analysis.  

These passages will then be examined and interpreted in detail. This involves analyzing the language used, the 

emotions evoked, and the cultural and historical context surrounding the characters' displacement. The study 

pays particular attention to Mistry's character development, looking at how the author portrays the 

psychological, emotional, and cultural consequences of displacement on the Parsi community.  

Throughout the analysis process, a rigorous and systematic approach is maintained to ensure reliability and 

validity of the findings. The interpretations are cross-referenced with relevant theoretical frameworks and 

existing literature on displacement, identity, and cultural erosion.  

The research findings are presented through thematic analysis, organizing the key themes and sub-themes that 

emerge from the textual analysis. These themes help elucidate the struggles faced by the Parsi community, 

providing insights into their experiences of displacement and the resulting misery.  
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Limitations of this methodology include the inherent subjectivity involved in interpreting literary texts and the 

potential for biases in the researcher's analysis. The limitations of this methodology are mitigated by a rigorous 

and reflexive approach that engages in a critical dialogue with literature, and maintains transparency 

throughout the analysis process.  

The qualitative method used in this research involves a textual study of Rohinton Mistry’s novels, which is 

aimed at exploring the depiction of Parsi suffering resulting from the displacement. By closely examining the 

novels, this research aims to provide a nuanced understanding of Mistry's treatment of the subject matter, 

character development, and narrative techniques, contributing to a deeper comprehension of the struggles faced 

by the Parsi community and the broader implications of displacement in literature.  

Discussion:  

Rohinton Mistry's novels offer a profound exploration of the struggles faced by the Parsis in the context of 

displacement, portraying their resulting misery with great depth and authenticity. This study provides 

significant insight into the Parsi experience and its broader consequences through a close analysis of Mistry’s 

handling of subject matter, characterisation, and narrative technique.  

Mistry's novels delve into the multifaceted consequences of displacement on individuals and communities. His 

characters embody complex feelings associated with the loss of one's identity, and cultural heritage. Mistry's 

Parsi characters are a microcosm for the challenges faced by other displaced peoples around the world.  

Narrative techniques are crucial in helping the reader to empathize with the character's plight. Mistry's vivid 

descriptions and dialogues, as well as his attention to details, draw the reader into the Parsi world, making it 

easier for them to connect with the struggles of their people. Mistry's immersion of readers into the experiences 

of the characters amplifies the suffering faced by the Parsi Community.  

One of the central themes that emerges from Mistry's portrayal of Parsi displacement is the erosion of cultural 

identity. Parsis are often threatened by their customs and values as they adapt to new cultures and social 

changes. Mistry portrays with skill the tensions that exist between maintaining cultural heritage while 

assimilating to a new culture. This struggle resonates with displaced communities globally, shedding light on 

the challenges they face in maintaining their cultural distinctiveness amidst change.  

Moreover, Mistry's novels highlight the psychological and emotional toll of displacement on the characters. 

They suffer from existential crisis and deep anguish due to the struggles they face, such as a feeling of loss and 

rootlessness. Mistry's characters show the strength and resilience that comes from adversity. They also 

demonstrate the ability of humans to overcome the misery caused by displacement.  

Mistry's portrayal of Parsi suffering and displacement has broader implications that go beyond the community. 

By exploring universal themes of human suffering, loss, and resilience, his novels invite readers to reflect on 

the experiences of displaced communities worldwide. Mistry's novels serve as an important reminder that 

human experience is interconnected and it is vital to understand and empathize with marginalized groups.  

Mistry’s novels also raise important questions regarding the effects of historical events and social changes on 

marginalized groups. Mistry's novels examine the Parsi struggle and encourage readers to reflect on the effects 

of displacement, as well as the importance of preserving cultural heritage.  

Rohinton's Mistry novels are a powerful and accurate portrayal of what the Parsi people have to endure when 

they face displacement. Through his nuanced treatment of the subject matter, character development, and 

narrative techniques, Mistry captures the profound impact of displacement on individuals and communities. 
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Mistry's works are a testimony to marginalized groups around the world and offer valuable insight into the 

wider implications of cultural erosion and displacement. By shedding light on the Parsis' struggle, Mistry 

encourages readers to reflect on the importance of empathy, cultural preservation, and the collective 

responsibility to address the challenges faced by displaced communities.  

Findings:  

The findings of this study reveal the following key insights into the depiction of the misery of Parsis in 

Rohinton Mistry's novels:  

1. Mistry’s novels accurately portray the Parsi experience of displacement. He offers a realistic portrayal 

of emotional, psychological and cultural challenges faced by the Parsi community through vivid 

storytelling and character development.  

2. Multifaceted experiences of displacement: Mistry's novels highlight the multifaceted experiences of 

Parsi displacement. The characters in his works grapple with loss, cultural erosion, and the search for 

belonging in unfamiliar surroundings. This portrayal showcases the complexity of the struggles faced 

by displaced individuals and communities.  

3. Mistry’s novels explore the nuanced erosion of Parsi cultural identity in light of the displacement. The 

tensions between preserving cultural heritage and assimilating into a new society are skillfully 

portrayed, shedding light on the broader implications of cultural erosion for marginalized communities.  

4. Consequences psychological and emotionally of displacement. The books emphasize the deep 

emotional and psychological consequences that displacement has on Parsi characters. Themes such as 

existential crisis, rootlessness and deep anguish dominate. Mistry captures characters' resilience and 

suffering in spite of hardships.  

5. Universal relevance of the Parsi experience: The struggles faced by the Parsis in Mistry's novels have 

universal relevance. These novels serve as an important reminder about the suffering of communities 

around the world who have been displaced. They encourage readers to think of how interconnected 

human suffering is and why it's so important to understand marginalized groups.  

6. Impact of sociopolitical changes and historical events: Mistry's novels raise critical questions about the 

impact of sociopolitical changes and historical events on marginalized communities. Mistry's 

exploration of the Parsi story prompts the reader to reflect on the effects of displacement, and how 

cultural heritage can be preserved in the face changing societal dynamics.  

7. The power of narrative techniques: Mistry's narrative techniques, such as detailed descriptions, realistic 

dialogues, and meticulous attention to detail, enhance the reader's understanding and emotional 

connection with the characters' struggles. These techniques intensify the effect of Parsi dislocation and 

make reading more engaging.  

Overall, the findings of this study underscore the significance of Mistry's portrayal of the misery of Parsis in 

his novels. Through his authentic depiction, nuanced exploration, and powerful storytelling, Mistry provides 

valuable insights into the challenges faced by marginalized communities, the consequences of displacement, 

and the imperative of preserving cultural heritage in an ever-changing world.  

Conclusion:  

The literature review and analysis presented in this paper have shed light on the profound depiction of the 

misery of Parsis in Rohinton Mistry's novels, specifically focusing on their struggles of displacement. The 

findings reveal that Mistry's works offer an authentic portrayal of the challenges faced by the Parsi community, 

capturing the emotional, psychological, and cultural consequences of displacement with great depth and 

sensitivity.  
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Mistry's novels vividly illustrate the multifaceted experiences of Parsi displacement, showcasing the 

complexities of identity, cultural erosion, and the search for belonging in unfamiliar surroundings. Through 

his narrative techniques and meticulous attention to detail, Mistry effectively immerses readers in the 

characters' struggles, fostering empathy and understanding for the Parsis' plight.  

In Mistry's work, the exploration of cultural erosion is a major theme. It highlights the difficulties faced by 

Parsis to preserve their culture while adapting themselves to new environments. The novels illuminate the 

broader implications of cultural erosion for marginalized communities, emphasizing the importance of 

preserving cultural identity in the face of displacement and societal changes.  

Mistry portrays the emotional and psychological consequences of dislocation in a way that resonates with his 

readers. His characters struggle with existential crisis, rootlessness and deep anguish. This reflects the 

experiences that displaced people and communities around the world have. Mistry's portrayal of these struggles 

is a powerful reminder that human suffering and resilience are interconnected.  

The findings also underscore the relevance of Mistry's novels beyond the Parsi community, inviting readers to 

reflect on the impact of sociopolitical changes and historical events on marginalized communities. Mistry's 

examination of the Parsi story aims to promote a greater understanding of the effects of displacement, and how 

cultural heritage can be preserved in a world that is constantly changing.  

In conclusion, Rohinton Mistry's novels provide a powerful and authentic portrayal of the misery experienced 

by the Parsi community in the context of displacement. The research findings highlight the nuanced exploration 

of Parsi struggles, the erosion of cultural identity, and the universal relevance of their experiences. Mistry's 

works contribute to a deeper understanding of the challenges faced by marginalized communities and 

emphasize the importance of empathy, cultural preservation, and collective responsibility in addressing the 

consequences of displacement. Through his poignant storytelling, Mistry invites readers to contemplate the 

significance of these themes and encourages a more inclusive and compassionate society.  
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