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Introduction:

Nissim Ezekiel is one of the most towering figures in Indian English poetry. His poetry is
many —faceted, and it has certainly enriched Indian English poetry and given a new dimension to it
by extending its scope and range. In all his works Ezekiel stresses the centrality of man in the universe
and prefers poetry of statement and purpose. He was born in 1924 in Bombay of Jewish parents
(Bene-Israel) both devoted to education. Ezekiel’s profession as a teacher of English literature for a
number of years at Bombay University shaped his literary personality. In 1964 he was visiting

Professor at the University of Leeds.

His poetry collection consists of A Time to Change (1952), Sixty Poems (1953), The Third
(1959), The Unfinished Man (1960), The Exact Name (1965), Hymns in Darkness (1976) and Latter-
Day Psalms (1982). Besides, a considerable number of poems have been published in several
journals, periodicals, magazines and anthologies. His poetry is a landmark in Indian English poetry
because he could write approximating to the demands of the present-day world. The proposed thesis

will attempt to focus on the major themes in his poetry.

Objectives

The present study has certain major objectives regarding Ezekiel’s poetry. It attempts to make an
analytical and in-depth study of Ezekiel’s major poems. It proposes to collect the haunting ideas behind
these poems. Obviously the poems will be subject to rigorous examination in terms of Ezekiel’s
experiences. The aim is to measure the therapeutic effect of his poems. It would not be out of place to

say that Ezekiel delves deep in the psyche of modern man, particularly in a metropolitan city.

Materials and Methodology

This study will attempt an incisive and in-depth analysis of Ezekiel’s poems in terms of their major
thematic concerns. It aims to dissect his poems into smaller units in order to take an authentic and comprehensive
view of life and human issues in his poetry. The images of women, city and the moral self will be explored to
locate the heart of his world-views and convictions. Ezekiel’s response to his experience and its execution in his

poetry account for his development as a poet of great significance.

Discussion
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The present paper endeavours to analyse Nissim Ezekiel's poetry from an innovative perspective
in order to trace the Indian ethos in his poetry. It is not for nothing that Ezekiel was awarded the Sahitya
Akademi Award in 1983 and the Padma Shree in 1988. Born in 1924 and influenced by poets like Ezra
Pound, T.S. Eliot, W.B. Yeats, Rilke, Spender and Auden, he is considered a foundational figure in post

colonial Indian English poetry.

Ezekiel is a poet of Indian ethos and sensibility in the true sense of the term. This is very much
evident in his portrayal of Indian culture, moral values,philosophy,and the contemporary social reality.
His awareness and delineation of the vast pluralistic set up of India, particularly its myths and reality,
scriptures and religions, rites and rituals, not only enrich his poetry but also give a unique Indian flavour
to it. The response of Ezekiel to the vast panorama of Indian life is very fair, impartial and objective. His
linguistic craftsmanship is superb as reflected in the use of phonological and syntactic devices. They

create a typical Indian setting and make Ezekiel a poet of unrivalled stature.

Over the years Ezekiel has several volumes of poems to his credit, and these volumes appeared
under the following headings: A Time to change (1952), Sixty Poems (1953), The Third (1959), The
Unfinished Man (1960), The Exact Name (1965), Hymns in Darkness (1976), Latter Day Psalms
(1982) and Collected Poems (1989). An analysis of Ezekiel's poems reflects predominantly the Indian
ethos and sensibility in his poetry. His poetry is replete with the sense of belonging to the native land.
His commitment to India is also expressed in his essay 'Naipaul's India and Mine'. This commitment to
India and the Indian people, this sense of being rooted to the Indian soil, this Indian spirit pervades all

his works. He emphatically says:

"In India - I am an Indian_". When Ezekiel was asked by a friend about his ambition, he said, "To
do something for India..... India is simply my environment - [ havenot withdrawn from India I love India."
This strong sense of belonging to Indiaparticularly to Bombay (his birth place) is very much pronounced

in his poem 'Island":
"I cannot leave the island.
I was born here and belong."

Ezekiel's identification with the Indian environment and the Indian landscape is

complete and total:
"The Indian landscape sears my eyes,
I have become a part of it."

(Background, Causally).
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Ezekiel's growth as a poet displays his preoccupation with Indian milieu and setting all the more.
Some of his poems in 'The Exact Name', '"Hymns in Darkness' and 'Latter Day Psalms' bear witness
to this fact. His autobiographical poem 'Background, Casually' amply demonstrates his assimilation

into Indian culture and ethos. His acceptance of India as his home is very well expressed in the lines.
"to stay where I am,
As others choose to give themselves,
In some remote and backward place,
My backward place is where I am."
(Background, Causally).

Ezekiel's strong affinity with India evokes his mixed feelings of hatred and love for it. His feeling of
belonging to India is very well established in his poems, 'The Egoist's Prayers'. His identity is merged
with the collective identity of India and he says:

"Confiscate my passport, Lord

I don't want to go abroad

Let me find my song

Where I belong."

In poems after poems Ezekiel weaves and confirms India as his home in spite of all its vagaries

and paradoxes of life:

know it
well. It is home
which I recognize at last."

Ezekiel, thus, is an Indian English poet coming to terms with the self and surrounding amidst the rapid
modernization and urbanization. He is an urban poet who portrays the urban sensibility and urban life
style with all their nuances in a befitting language. He was always conscious of the religious sensibilities
of India and advocated the Hindu view of life. His position is very much clear in his letter to V.A. Shahane
when he writes: " I always veered the Hindu view of life, which I consider mystically, religiously and
metaphorically right." The Hindu concept of the Supreme Power that controls the world and every person

has the part of Divine person in him is projected in his poems collected in 'Hymns in Darkness'. His
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depiction of the Hindu way of doing 'Tapasya through meditation, mantra, release of kundalini and

awakening of shakti is remarkable. The following lines from his poem '"The Hindu' are worth noticing:

"Know your mantra, meditate
Release your kundalini

Get your shakti awaken,

And float with the spirit

To your destination."

Convinced of the supremacy of Indian Philosophy and the concept of world brotherhood (that the
entire world is one family) he advocates the attitude of tolerance and sense of unity in diversity. He
championed the philosophy of tolerance, brotherhood, love for mankind and the concept of Ram Rajya.

His poem "Patriot' encapsulates this philosophy in no uncertain terms:
"All men are brothers no?
Gujaratis, Maharashtrians, Hindiwalas
All brothers
Though some have funny habits
Still, you tolerate me,
I tolerate you.
One day Ram Rajya is surely coming."

In addition to the religious sentiments, Ezekiel is also sensitive towards the naturalfeelings. He
appears to be influenced by Mahatma Gandbhi so far as his concept of nation is concerned. His poem "The

Patriot' is a testimony to this concept:
"I am standing for peace and non-violence
Why world is fighting and fighting
Why all people of the world

Are not following Mahatma Gandhi."
The terrorist activities in Kashmir inflicted severe hurt on Ezekiel's sensibilities and can befelt in the

following lines from his 'Poem of Separation'.

"To judge by memory alone

Copyright@ijaer.org Page 120



IJAER/ November-December 2024/\olume-13/Issue-6 ISSN: 2278-9677

Our love was happy.
When the bombs burst in Kashmir.'

Ezekiel's poetry reflects a sincere effort on his part to voice Indian culture and milieu. He has
crafted the English language to express a typically Indian sensibility. His experiment with the English
language for creative purposes is highly commendable. He appears to be grappling with the various
nuances of English language not only for ironic, parodic and humorous purposes, but also for creating
much more serious effects. Some of his poems like "Good-Bye Party for Miss Pushpa T.S.", The

Professor,', The Railway Clerk', "The Patriot', 'Irani Restaurant Instructions' etc. serve as a paradigm case.

Ezekiel's poems stem out of and reflect particular Indian experiences. His poems confirm the fact
that English language has covered a long distance in Indian English poetry as it has served a number of
purposes. Ezekiel has, thus, made the English language bear the weight and texture of multiplicity of

sources of language.

Ezekiel wrote through a period in Indian history marked by heightened nationalism, heady
Nehruvian Socialism, Indira Gandhi's infamous emergency and increasing disenchantment with the
system. One notices a cross-current between an unwillingness to let go off the Raj legacy and a quaint
exotic supposedly native use oflanguage in Ezekiel's poetry. Brace King in his book 'Three Indian Poets'
says, "His most important contribution was in the idea that poetry is a discipline which takes a larger
share of one's life, and is not a hobby for amateurs. His own life was an example.... As a social democrat
Ezekiel was often in the forefront of those concerned with preserving personal liberating against both

reactionary and government forces." (King, Bruce, Three Indian Poets, New Delhi: O.U.P. 1991.

To sum up, Nissim Ezekiel secured Indian English poetry a space on the Indian literary horizon.
He articulated beautifully the anxiety of so many educated, middle-class Indians. His pioneering efforts
paved the way for later generations of poets. He inspired, encouraged and guided several younger poets
like Dom Moraes, Gieve Patel, Adil Jussawala, Ranjit Hoshote, Menka Shivdasani, Jerry Pinto, Jeet
Thayil and others. Dom Moraes, who met him in the 1950s, recalls: "He gave young poets the feeling

that they were not alone." Hence, Ezekiel carved out a niche for himself in Indian English poetry.
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